
 
Nahuatl contemporary writing: investigating convergence in a continuum 
 
This presentation will argue for the need of exploring convergence in written 
contemporary Nahuatl, and will present a method for such exploration. Spoken 
divergence of Nahuatl variants is a main focus of attention, and there is a general 
agreement on the value of all linguistic forms in the Nahuatl continuum. This awareness 
based on the study of the spoken language must be complemented by the exploration 
of writing. Building upon Olko & Sullivan (2013, 2014) and upon the framework of 
communities of practice for endangered languages (Weinberg & De Korne, 2016), it will 
be first proposed that exploring convergence in contemporary writing is necessary in the 
absence of a written norm to balance the tendency towards granularity of speech-
focused approaches, and to support and benefit from endeavours in literate contexts. 
Finally, it will be described how a Finite State computational representation (Beesley & 
Karttunen, 2003; Beesley, 2004) of Classical Nahuatl based on the dictionary of 
Wimmer (2006) and the grammar of Launey (2011) can serve as pivot for the 
investigation of possible convergence of grammatical structures and vocabulary within 
contemporary Nahuatl texts. 
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